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DBC Book Club 
Selected Books Jan. – July, 2022  
 
January 
Meeting canceled. 
 
February 
The Dutch House: A Novel, Ann Patchett 
At the end of WWII, Cyril Conroy combines luck and a single canny investment to begin an enormous real estate 
empire, propelling his family from poverty to enormous wealth. His first order of business is to buy the Dutch 
House, a lavish estate in the suburbs outside of Philadelphia. Meant as a surprise for his wife, the house sets in 
motion the undoing of everyone he loves. The story is told by Cyril’s son Danny, as he and his older sister, 
Maeve, are exiled from the house where they grew up by their stepmother. The two wealthy siblings are thrown 
back into the poverty their parents had escaped from and find that all they have to count on is one another. It is 
this unshakeable bond between them that both saves their lives and thwarts their futures. 
 
March 
The Underground Railroad: A Novel, Colson Whitehead 
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, this #1 New York Times bestseller chronicles a young 
slave's adventures as she makes a desperate bid for freedom in the antebellum South. In Whitehead's ingenious 
conception, the Underground Railroad is no mere metaphor: engineers and conductors operate a secret 
network of actual tracks and tunnels beneath the Southern soil. Cora, a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia, 
embarks on a harrowing flight from one state to the next, encountering, like Gulliver, strange yet familiar 
iterations of her own world at each stop. 
  
April 
The Overstory: A Novel, Richard Powers  
Winner of the 2019 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction. This is a sweeping, impassioned work of activism and resistance that 
is also a stunning evocation of—and paean to—the natural world. From the roots to the crown and back to the 
seeds, the novel unfolds in concentric rings of interlocking stories that range from antebellum New York to the 
late twentieth-century Timber Wars of the Pacific Northwest and beyond. There is a world alongside ours—vast, 
slow, interconnected, resourceful, magnificently inventive, and almost invisible to us. 
 
May 
The Four Winds: A Novel, Kristin Hannah 
This is the story about love and heroism and hope, set during the Great Depression, a time when the country 
was in crisis and at war with itself, when millions were out of work and even the land seemed to have turned 
against them.  
 
Texas in 1921 is a place and time of abundance. The Great War is over, the bounty of the land is plentiful, and 
America is on the brink of a new and optimistic era. But for Elsa Wolcott, deemed too old to marry in a time 
when marriage is a woman’s only option, the future seems bleak.. With her reputation in ruin, there is only one 
respectable choice: marriage to a man she barely knows. By 1934, the world has changed; millions are out of 
work and drought has devastated the Great Plains. In this uncertain and perilous time, Elsa—like so many of her 
neighbors—must make an agonizing choice: fight for the land she loves or leave it behind and go west, to 
California, in search of a better life for her family. 
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June 
Thick as Thieves, Sandra Brown 
In this tantalizing story, a woman uncovers lifelong secrets as she searches for the truth behind her father's 
involvement in a heist gone wrong. Twenty years ago in the dead of night, four seemingly random individuals 
pulled the ultimate heist and almost walked away with half a million dollars. But by daybreak, their plan had 
been shot to hell. One of them was in the hospital. One was in jail. One was dead. And one got away with it—
presumably with the money, after murdering his accomplice. 
 
Arden Maxwell, the daughter of the man who disappeared all those years ago decides to return to her family 
home near mysterious Caddo Lake, and finally get answers to the many questions that torment her. Little does 
she know, two of her father's co-conspirators—a war hero and a corrupt district attorney—are watching her 
every move. 
 
July 
The Winemaker’s Wife, Kristen Harmel 
This moving story begins in Champagne in 1940. Inès has just married Michel, the owner of storied champagne 
house, Maison Chauveau, when the Germans invade. As the danger mounts, Michel turns his back on his 
marriage to begin hiding munitions for the Resistance. Inès fears they’ll be exposed. But for Céline, half-Jewish 
wife of Chauveau’s chef de cave, the risk is even greater as rumors abound of Jews being shipped east to an 
unspeakable fate.  
  
In New York in 2019, Liv Kent has just lost everything when her eccentric French grandmother shows up 
unannounced, insisting on a trip to France.  She has an ulterior motive and a tragic, decades-old story to share. 
When past and present finally collide, Liv finds herself on a road to salvation that leads right to the caves of the 
Maison Chauveau.  
 
 


